- ** 33 
1 — 3 ve at! — gh 
. wat. S » FO 


7... 
4 Dre. 
ns « $ T3 t 
2 . 2» WIE 


* ** 7 44 5 2 E 4 x ” U 
C ˙ A 7 oe, 3 


5 Jovis, 225 die Februarij, 1781. 

o RD ER E D, 1 5 
HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be given to the 
Reverend Doctor Andrew Burnaby, Vicar of Eaft 
Greenwich, in the County of Kent, for the Sermon by 


him preached Yelterday before this Houſe, at Saint Mar- 
garet's, Weſtminſter, and that he be defired to print the 


ſame ; and that LORD GeroRGe GERMAIN, the LoRD 
Nox TH, and Mr, Pocxin, do acquaint him therewith. 
+ WASTTETL 


Preached belive the HonovuRABLE 


HOUSE of COMMONS, 


AT 
8T. MARGARET S, WESTMINSTER, 
o N 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1787. 


Being the Day appointed, by His MazesTy's Proclamation, 
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ACTS xxvii. 31. 


PAUL SAID TO THE CENTURION AND TO THE sor- 
DIERS;3 EXCEPT THESE ABIDE IN THE SHIP, YE 
CANNOT BE SAVED. 


F any ſubje& be more deſerving than another of the 

attention and conſideration of mankind, it is ſuch as 
—= unfolds to us the order of God's moral providence ; 
and the rule which he has preſcribed to himſelf, for the 
government of the world.— ; 


Dakk and myſterious as this fubje& muſt ** naturally” 
appear, if we approach the facred light of Revelation, 
many of its difficulties will fade away: and though we 
may not be able perhaps to diſcern fo much of it, as in- 
tirely to ſatisfy the buſy curiofity of a ſpeculative mind; 
yet may we ſee ſufficient, to awaken the piety, and to 
confirm the reſolution and virtue of a good one, 
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Tur chapter, from which I have taken my text, is a 
copious ſource of inſtruction reſpecting this article. It 
contains a full and circumſtantial narrative of the voyage, 
the ſhipwreck, and providential deliverance of Saint 
Paul. 


Tur Apoſtle, conformably to the will of God, which, 
as we are told in a preceding chapter of this book, had 
determined, — . As he had teſtified of the Lord at Jeru- 
« falem, that ſo he ſhould alſo bear witneſs of him at 
Rome,“ (chap. xxiii. ver. 11.) had, by appealing unto 
Cæſar, induced a neceſſity of his being ſent to that ca- 
pital of the world. And being for this purpoſe put on 
board a ſhip of Adrymittium, they were purſuing their 
voyage towards Italy, when they were ſuddenly overtaken. 
by a furious north-eaſt wind.—Such and ſo violent was. 
the tempeit, that, after lightening the ſhip, aud uſing other 
expedients to keep her from foundiring, « all hope that 
«they ſhould be ſaved was taken away: ” chap. xxvii. 20,— 
In this danger and diſtreſs, © The Angel of the Lard, 
«© wholeI am, and whom I ſerve,” ſays Saint Paul,“ ſtood 
by me in the night; ſaying, Fear not, Paul ; thou 
_ *© mult be brought before Cæſar: and, lo! God hath 
given thee all them that fail with thee.” Ver. 2 3, 24. 


40 


Excoνν⏑,jGem.i by this heavenly viſion, the Apoſtle 
endeavoured 
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endeavoured to re- infuſe courage into the crew: but 
when on the fourtcenth' night, as they were driving up 
and down, the ſhipmen deemed that they drew near to 
fome country, they ſounded ; and fearing leſt they ſhould 
have fallen upon rocks, they caſt four anchors out of the 
ſtern, and anxiouſly waited for the return of day: * and 
* as the ſhipmen were about to flee out of the ſhip, 
** when they had let down the boat into the ſea, under 
colour as though they would have caſt anchor out of 
* the foreſhip, Paul ſaid to the Centurion and to the 
« Soldiers, except theſe abide in the ſhip, ye cannot be 
4e ſaved.” —Here give me leave to ſtate a ſhort reflection 
or two, which this ſacred hiſtory ſeems naturally to 
ſuggeſt to us. 


x. We cannot but obſerve, that this hiſtory affords a 
clear and indubitable proof of a divine moral provi- 
dence. 


ST. Paul was a choſen and zealons miniſter of God s 
ſervice ; and his commiſſion to Rome was of the firtt 
magnitude and importance. God, therefore, in order to 
reward his faithfulneſs, and at the ſame time to promote | 
the accompliſhment of his own great deſigns, reſcued 

him from the deſtruction with which he was threatened. 
In the height of the ſtorm he ſent his angel to him by 
10 „„ night, 
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night, to aſſure him of his protection: and that he 
might entertain no after-doubt of the reality of this di- 
vine miſſion, he directed the angel to foretel to him the 
wreck and Joſs of the veſſel; with this ſpecial and fur- 
ther token of the favour of Heaven to himſelf, that for 
his ſake not a life ſhould be loſt of all them who failed 
with him ; for that they ſhould be all caſt upon a certain 
iſland. —The accompliſhment of the event proved the 
truth of the prediction ; and evinced, in a ſtriking man- 
ner, the immediate providence of God over the intereſts 
of religion and virtue. — This truth being ſo irrefra- 
gably eſtabliſned by a divine revelation, to adduce any 
further arguments in proof or confirmation of it, would 
be ſuperfluous : becauſe ſuch arguments could bear no 
greater proportion to what has been already brought, 
than the poſitive does to the ſuperlative. Moreover, that 
we are afſembled in this folemn manner, can leave no 
doubt of our belief of a moral providence : for if we 
have not this belief, what is our buſineſs here ?—I will 
therefore proceed, in the order of my diſcourſe, to ſtate, 


2. ANOTUER reflection, that naturally ariſes from the 
ſubject under conſideration ; which i is, that though the 
| providence of God does ſuperintend and controul the af- 
fairs of the world, yet it operates, for the moſt part, not 
by e or TRROng the courſe and order of na- 
ture, 
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. 
ture, but by bending and accommodating this courſe to 
its own divine purpoſes : that it effects its diſpenſations 


by natural and ordinary, not by ſuper- natural and extra- 
ordinary, means. 


Tux angel of the Lord aſſured St. Paul, that there 
ſhould be no loſs of any man's life among the crew ;— 
and in conſequence of this affurance, St. Paul, © who 
believed God that it ſhould be even as it was told 
„ him,” encouraged the ſailors to be of good cheer. 
Nevertheleſs, when he perceived that they were about 
to quit the ſhip, he ſaid to the centurion and to the tol- 
diers ; "4 except theſe abide in the ſhip, ye cannot bo 
** ſaved.” — He foreſaw that by ſuch a deſertion all na- 
tural means of ſafety would be taken away; and that to 
expect ſupernatural means, where natural ones were at 
hand, and within reach, would be the acme of pretump- 
tion. He did not vainly hope that the Almighty, 


Diao citius tumida eguora placans, 


C olleFaſque fugans nubes, folemque v educens, 


would by an immediate miracle ſnatch them from the 
danger they were involved in: this would be to vio- 
late the general and eſtabliſhed courſe of things.—And 
though occaſions may happen, as indeed chey have hap- 
pened, where ſuch extra- ordinary interpoſition of the Deity 
| B hall 
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ſhall be requiſite, yet we muſt believe, whether we con- 


ſult reaſon or revelation, that ſuch inſtances are ex- 
tremely rare. 


Ix that great and aſtoniſhing act of divine providence, 
the dividing of the Red- ſea, for the paſſage and deli - 
verance of the children of Iſrael, we are expreſsly told, 
that The Lord cauſed the ſea to go back by a ſtrong 
« eaſt wind.“ Exod. xiv. 21. And the authority of the 
Apoſtle, ir; this inſtance, 1s ſuch an explicit and unequi- 
vocal confirmation of this truth, that it will not admit 
of its being brought into controverſy. 


Tus two important points being thus eſtabliſhed by 
a divine revelation ; I ſhall apply the remainder of my 
_ diſcourſe, and the philoſophy reſulting from the doctrine 


laid down, to the occation of our preſent meeting. 


Tux veſſel of the Commonwealth is in a great ſtorm ; 
"neither ſun nor ſtars appear, and all hope that we ſhall be 
favedis almoſt taken away.—Be it, however, our comfort in 
this extremity to know, that there is an over-ruling Pro- 
vidence ; that there is a ſuperior Being, whole will and : 
5 commands the winds and the waves obey. 


If we are a righteous nation, we may ſafely rely on 
| C * 


1 

the protection of this providence :—but if we are an 
unrighteous one, our firſt reſource muſt be to humble 
ourſelves before God, to ſupplicate his mercy, and to 
implore his forgiveneſs and protection. 


THAT there is an over-ruling providence, ſeems to 
imply a neceſſity of his exalting and deprefling nations 
proportionably to their rightcouſneſs and iniquity : for as 
ſocieties collectively, are as capable of fin as individuals 
ſingly, conſidered ; it is but conformable to juſtice and 
analogy, that national happineſs and miſery ſhould be the 


reſpective confequences of national virtue and vice. 


InDErD it may happen, as this ſyſtem is a probationary 
one, that temporary evils ſhall diſtreſs even righteous 
| kingdoms ; as great and ſevere afflictions frequently hap- 
pen to good men: theſe are but common trials of their 
virtue: but to ſuppoſe that God will not ultimately diſ- 
criminate between them, is to confound all ideas of right 
and wrong, and in effect to ſubvert the divine juſtice. 


SocteTIEs, as ſuch, are incapable of perſonalities ; and 
therefore cannot become objects of reward or puniſhment 
in a future ſtate : if then there is any law of virtue, it is 
neceſſary for the ſanction of it, that its penalties, in re- 
gard to ſuch ſocieties, ſhould operate in this. Reaſon, and 
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the general ſenſe of mankind, confirmed by the teſti- 
mony of ſacred and profane hiſtory, concur to impreſs 
this belief upon the mind. God gave the Romans,” ſays 
a venerable father * of the church,“ 1 empire of the 
« world, becauſe they were virtuous.” He alſo deprived 
them of it, it may truly be added, becauſe they were 
impious, and unrighteous, and 1 and oppreſſive. 


IN adverting to * this” nation, it muſt be allowed, that 
the ſins in it are great and enormous ; but they are for the 
moſt part the fins of individuals, and not of the State or 
Community; for the Community, both in its civil and 
Political character, is arrayed with many virtues. Where 
is Religion or Toleration eſtabliſhed in ſo much purity 
and perfection? Where is Liberty erected upon ſo noble a 
| baſis? Where is Juſtice adminiſtered with ſo even and 

impartial a hand? Or where arc Mercy and Charity 

foſtered with ſo much care and tenderneſs ?—Truth, Li- 
berty, Juſtice, Mercy, and Charity, have here taken ſanc- 
tuary, and been nurtured with the moſt indulgent and 
pious love. 


Tur civil character of this country is almoſt unim- 
pPeachable: nor is its political character greatly liable to 


5 St. Auguſtine, | 8 
1 cenſure: 
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cenſure: for it is not Great Britain, which, by open and 
avowed violation of public faith and treaties, has com- 
menced hoſtilities in Europe, and is deluging her ſhores 
with blood; it is not Great Britain, but her enemies: 
and however the opinions of men may vary, in regard to 
our unhappy diſputes with our brethren in America; yet 
all muſt concur in deteſtation and abhorrence of the perfi- 
dious conduct of thoſe powers; who, without a ſhadow 
of complaint, and in defiance of the moſt ſolemn en- 
gagements, and daily reiterated aſſurances of friendſhip, 
have flagitiouſly excited ſuch troubles and conflagrations, 
as cannot fail of involving half the world in the carnage 
and calamities of war. Wy, 


EveN in regard to America, the conceſſions which have 
been made, and the liberal offers tendered by the Parent 
Country to her deluded progeny, cannot but meet with 
approbation; and atone, even in the judgment of her 
moſt avowed accuſers, for any errors the may have com- 
mitted in the commencement of this tearful conteſt. 


Tur character of the nation then is, if not ſpotleſo, 
yet not highly reprehenſible: and if, as individuals, we 
repent and turn to God; and are truly fincere in our 
prayers and humiliation; ſo that our private tranſgreſ- 
ſions may not be imputed to the State (for the fins of a 
people may be ſo flagrant and univerſal, as to become 
even. 


1 1 
even a national offence) we need not, I truſt, deſpair of 
the protection of his providence ; or deſpond, though 
ſurrounded by a hoſt of foes. 


Bur while we indulge this pleaſing hope, let us not forget 
that the mercies of providence operate, not through extra- 
ordinary anc ſuper-natural, but ordinary and natural means: 
that we are not to expect miracles ; and that if we either 
| deſert our ſtation, or do not perform the duties of it, we 
cannot eſcape. Except theſe abide in the _ ye can- 
* not be ſaved ;” faid Saint Paul. 


ALL ditorderly and vicious habits muſt be laid afide ; 
all orderly and virtuous ones adopted in their ſtead. If 
luxury, extravagance, diſſipation, corruption, and a 
mutinous and licentious ſpirit, poſſeſs the minds of men, 
what hope can we reaſonably entertain of ſafety in our 
preſent diftreſs ? What poſfibility will there be of our 
reſiſting the tempeſt To conſider the manners and ha- 
bits of this country, would almoſt throw one into deſpair ; 
ſo inconſiſtent are they with the firſt principles of a free 
_ conſtitution, —lt is not the author of the ſpirit of laws 

alone, who has taught this important leſſon, that free 
ſtates cannot ſubſiſt without virtue; but every fenfible 
and judicious writer on the ſubject. Even Machiavel, * 


Diſcorſi ſopra la prima deca di Tit. Livio. lib, 1e, cap. 17, 18, &c. 
. "Wa F the 
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the licentious and unprincipled Machiavel, has advanced' 
the ſame doctrine; and experience and hiſtory have con- 
firmed the truth of it by teſtimonies of blood. 


Tux progreſs of manners from frugality and ſimplicity, 
to profuſion and refinement, is but according to the courſe 
of things, in countrics emerging out of obſcurity, and 
gradually advancing to ſplendour through commerce and 
conqueſt. - But the progreſs in this country has been 
rapid beyond example; and, amongſt other aſſignable 
reaſons, may be attributed to thoſe immcafurable fertunes 
Which have been brought into it, to the ruin of our man- 
ners and d principles. 


In conſequence of this phænomenon, profuſion, the 
conſtant follower of ſudden and unbounded vealth, at- 
tended by all the harbingers of miſery, began to diſperſe 
her baneful influence: and, while modeſt and humble 
frugality retired into ſhade and obſcurity, covered with 
confuſion, prodigality and expence aſſumed the air of im- 

portance; and, in the eyes of the dazzled multitude, 

compenſated birth, rank, education, merit, and even 
virtue itſelf.— The example was contagious ; the infection 
fpread; and the peſtilence became univerſal. Every 
ſymptom of a diſordered conſtitution ſoon eee it- 
felf : a frantic wildneſs ſeized upon the diſtempered : and 
| many, with certain ruin full before them, did not 4 
"7 od 
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tate to plunge into the gulph, which EXErAVASaNCE and 
vice had opened for their reception. 


AN D what are we to do in this alarming criſis? Is it a time 
for reformation ?—While the veſſel is in a ſtorm, and every 
one engaged to ſteer and keep her from foundering, is it the 
moment to make laws and regulations, in order to reſtore 
diſcipline, and correct the habits of a licentious crew ?—L 
dare not take upon me to lay ſo. 


Ox, verſed in all the myſteries of politics, has laid it down 
for a ſort of axiom, that a ſtate may be brought back to its 
rſt principles, either by * extrinſic accident, or intrinſic 
prudence, —The former comprehends all public calamities 
and misfortunes; which brin g men to a ſenſe of their errors, 
and induce them to reſume new habits of virtue.— 


Hravzx grant, that our misfortunes may have this 
effect !— 


Tux latter implies either the enacting and inforcing 
of wiſe and falutary laws, or the example of great and 
: good men. Of theſe, however unfavourable the moment 
may be for the one, the other is undoubtedly practicable, 
without the leaſt inconvenience.—Example has a power- 


* Diſcorſi di Machiavelli, lib. Zmo. Cap, Imo, 
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ful influence ; and where the officers of a thip are obſcr- | 
vant of order, the crew will rarely tranſgreſs it. Men in 
high and conſpicuous ſtations are looked up to by the 
people at large; and if they, whoſe ample patrimony and 
fortunes may ſeem to intitle them to indulge in expence 
and ſplendour, have the magnanimity to ſet an example 
of moderation and ſelf-denial in this reſpect, what may 
there not be hoped for from the ret ? 


How truly and that poſition of the noble author 
of the Diſſertation upon Parties may be; that the * great 
work at the revolution was left incompleat ; becauſe, 
though it guarded againſt the influence of prerogative and 
power, yet it did not guard againſt that of riches, 1s not 
a proper ſubject of diſcuſſion at this time, or in this 
place. But it may be permitted me, I hope, to ob- 
ſerve, that virtue and frugality only can * effectually ” 
ſecure us againſt this evil. Manners, not laws, are the 
© beſt ” antidote to this poiſon, 


Bur ! apologiſe for having detained you ſo long upon 
this article; and yet I cannot intirely quit it, without 
paſſing one ſtricture more; and that upon an evil which 
1s lately introduced amongſt us; and which, it is to be 
feared, cannot fail of being productive of the moit pec- 

nicious conſequences. The evil I mean, is the inſtitution : 


Diſſert. upon Parties: Let. 94 10 17, 18, 10. c. &c. Kc. 
es eee 
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US 
of the debating ſocieties. —Here every ſubject is diſcuſſed, 
that can affect the welfare of mankind : and while argu- 
ments are adduced (I will have the charity to hope, with 
no other view than that they may be confuted) approxi- 
mating to atheifm on one hand, and to treaſon and ſedi- 
tion on another; the weak and tender mind, unable to 
diſcriminate between them, returns home bewildered with 
ſophiſm, and divided between good and evil. 


SURELY it was not an unwiſe anſwer of the law-giver ; 
who, when aſked why he had not provided ſome law 
againſt parricide ? replied, That he would not ſuggeſt the 
idea of its being poſſible for human nature to be guilty of 
ſo monſtrous a crime.—But here a thouſand ideas, a thou- 
fand doubts, affecting the deareſt intereſts, the very vitals, 
of religion, of morals, and of civil polity, are ſuggeſted to 
the ductil mind, ſolely calculated to miſlead and pervert it. 


1 Now return from this digreſſion; and obferve fur- 
ther, that unanimity is another natural means, in the 


hand and under the controul of Providence, neceſſary to 


the preſervation of the commonwealth: in this great ſtorm. 
Political ftrength ſeems to depend upon union ; and every 
ſtate muſt be weak, in proportion as it is divided, or rent 
and torn by faction. A kingdom divided againſt itſelf, 
is brought to defolation. Matt. xii. 25. Theſe are 
: the words of the higheſt and molt ſacred authority. 
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A $MALL ſtate, if compact and united, may be able to 

reſiſt a very ſuperior force: ſcarcely any thing will make 

an impreſſion upon it: and all the combined power of its 

enemies will rebound, and become fruſtrate and inet- 
fectual. 


Bor let a kingdom be ever ſo large, let it be ever fo rich 
or populous, let it have ever ſuch well-appointed flcets and 
armies ; yet if it i8 diſtracted with internal commotions, 
and feuds and diviſions predominate in its councils and 

operations, that kingdom cannot long ſtand, but muſt fall 
a prey to its enemies when they may appear againſt it. 


THe parties in this kingdom cannot but excite infinite 
concern in every true friend and well-wither to it. The acri- 
mony with which they are carried on, the language which 
they adopt, and the reſentment. they are fraught with, are 
ſurely ill calculated to promote the public welfare, 


ConTRARIETY of opinion, where advanced for the 
purpoſe of inveſtigating truth, and diſcovering means, 
which may tend and be conducive to the general good, 
if inforced with moderation, is undoubtedly uſeful and 
falutary : but if, alas! the general good become only a 
ſecondary conſideration, and the parties degenerate into 
factions ; or if theſe parties attack and oppoſe cach other 

Cc 2 with 
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1 
with virulence, and the moſt pointed perſonal animoſity; 
in ſuch caſe, I need not recite to you the inconveniences 
that mult enſue. 


I wiLL not, for the honour of our national character, 
ſuppoſe that the former of theſe caſes can happen : but 
the latter, I fear, I am too well juſtified in lamenting as a 
ſerious evil and misfortune. —The liberty of the preſs 
too, that liberty, which is the palladium of our religious 
and civil rights, verging nearly to licentiouſneſs, has, 
N inſtead of conciliating, helped to widen the differences, 
by ſerving the liberal purpoſes of ner and de- 


fraction. 


He was by no means ignorant of human nature, or a 
trifler in politics, who obſerved, that as facility of pre- 
terring public accuſations againſt delinquents, is ſalutary 
in free ſtates; ſo that of diſperſing calumnies * is per- 
nicious: becauſe the former muſt be ſupported by proof, 
or the accuſer be convicted of falſhood, and amenable to 
puniſhment: but the latter recur to no proofs: and as 
the beſt characters may be calumniated; ſo the worſt, 


and they generally are ſo, may be the authors and 


ſpreaders of the calumny. Hence infinite diforders muſt 
We for calumnies do not correct, but irritate : * 


9 Diſcorſ di Machiavelli, lib, Iwo. cap. 870. 3 
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the irritated, deſpiſing rather than fearing the things which 
are ſaid againſt them, are fired with reſentment ; and think 
of nothing but retorting, and retaliating the injury. 


O! THAT ſome great and heroic ſpirit would riſe up 
in this torn and diſtracted ſtate of the commonwealth ; 
and, ſuperior to all the prejudices of party, all allure- 
ments of private intereſt, and all other views and con- 
ſiderations but that of the public good, would endeavour, 
by the dignity of his character, and the wiſdom and in- 
tegrity of his counſels, to accommodate the differences, 
and conciliate the minds of men Would not ſuch an 
one deſerve the appellation of Maximus, not leſs than 
that wiſe and yirtuous Roman * ; Who freed his country 
from danger by reducing its adopted citizens to order, 
and reviving the true ſpirit of the conſtitution ? 


Bur 1 am anticipating what I intended to point out, in 
the laſt place, as the beſt and moſt efficacious natural means, 
in the hand and under the controul of Providence, of 
preſerving the commonwealth in this great ſtorm, which 

is a generous and heroic patriotiſm, — This, which is the 
ſummit and perfection of charity, for it implicates the 
bappineſs of millions, is the nobleſt of all human vir- 


Cy Quintus Fabia Maximus, . 
tues: 
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tues: and if any men ever had inducement to cheriſh 
and cultivate this virtue, have not we? who, on account 
of the ſituation and fertility of our iſland, the excellence 
of our conſtitution, and the purity of our religion and 
laws, are the envy and admiration of the world? So 
happy is the craſis and temperature of our eſtabliſhment, 
that the Roman annaliſt * thought ſuch a conſtitution of 
government rather a ſubject of theory and ſpeculation, 
than of practice: and of all the numerous writers, who 
have either incidentally or profeſſedly mentioned it, not 
one has refrained from expreſſing his praiſe and admira- 
tion.— And ſhall we alone be inſenſible of the ineſtimable 
value of theſe bleſſings? Shall we, from want of public 
virtue, be indifferent about the loſs or preſervation of 
them? We cannot ſurely be ſo depraved, ſo degenerated 
from the ſpirit of our anceſtors, The fire of patriotiſm _ 
muſt {till glow within us; and apprehenſion of the criſis 
we are reduced to, muſt raiſe it into a flame. Need I 
remind you of the examples of our tore-fathers ? Need 
J recall to you thoſe of other nations? Shall I place be- 
fore you, the noble conduct of the Venetians, during the 
league of Cambray ; and that holy ſpirit of patriotiſm 


* Cunas nationes et urbes populus, aut primores, aut ſinguli regunt. | 
Delecta ex his et conſtituta reipublicæ forma, laudari facilius quam evenite, 
vel f evenit, haud diuturna eſſe poteſt. Tacit. Ann. lib. 4. 33. 
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which animated the ſoul of their prince *, when he 
haſtened them, with his two ſons, to the defence of 
Padua, upon which their very exiſtence as a nation de- 
pended ? Shall I recite to you thoſe immortal words, 
recorded by the father + of modern hiſtory, in which 
he addreſſed them; and which deſerve to be tranſ— 
mitted to the lateſt poſterity in characters of gold? 
I will not fo diſtruſt your virtue. Remember only, 
that by ſuch a ſpirit of patriotiſm, and ſuch perhaps 
alone, you may ſtill ſave your country: and could but 
the glory of her appearance, if victorious from ſo dan- 
gerous a conteſt, be viſible to your ſight ; t quam ill 
arden tes amores excitaret Ju — 


Bun [ have done: and deſpairing, not of the ſuſcepti- 
bility of your hearts, to receive every generous impreſſion, 
but of my own power to inforce them as the occaſion te- 

quires; I call upon and conjure you to join in fervent 
ſupplication to that Almighty Being, who is the fountain 
of all perfection, that He will fo inſpire you with wiſdom 
and virtue, as that in all your counſels and operations, 
* 11 Loredano. 
+ Guicciardini, libro ottavo. 


} Oculorum, inquit Plato, eſt in nobis ſenſus acerrimus : quibus ſapi- 


entiam non cernimus : quain illa ardentes amores excitaret ſui, ſi videre- 
tur! Las, de F inibus, lib. 2. 16. 5 
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you may ſee what is beſt for the welfare of this king- 
dom; and, poſtponing all other conſiderations to this 
great object, be induced to adopt and purſue it: that 


ſo, through your means, the Divine Providence may ex= 


tricate us out of our preſent difficulties; and our re- 
ligious and civil conſtitution may be tranſmitted to poſ- 
terity, and be perpetual. 


90 Lox, from whom all good things do come; 
grant to us Thy humble ſervants, that by Thy holy in- 
„ ſpiration we may think thoſe things that be good; 
and by Thy merciful guiding may _ the ſame, 
through Jeſus Chriſt « our Lord, Amen.“ 
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